[Telomerase inhibitor].
Human normal somatic cells and tissues have undetectable or very weak telomerase activity and shorten telomere size at each cell division resulting in a limited proliferative life span. Human germ tissues and most tumor tissues have telomerase activity and maintain telomere size during cell proliferation resulting in unlimited growth. Telomerase is expected to be a new target for cancer chemotherapy. Cultured tumor cells are shown to die after losing telomerase activity.